
Speaking of Providence in the Classroom
Proper Use of “Separation of Church and State”

Every country has its religious background and its religious leaders who influenced the culture and 
government of that country.  For example, if we were to teach of the Islamic nations, we would include 
discussions of Muhammad, the Koran and the influence of the Five Pillars of Islam on the culture of those 
countries.  Accurate history of those nations could not be given if these important facts were eliminated.  We 
could not understand these people, their history or their government without the whole truth being taught. 
India cannot be studied without learning of Hinduism.  China’s history includes speaking of Buddhism, 
Taoism, and Confucianism and Japanese history must incorporate Shinto and Buddhism. So it is with the U.S. 
history, Jesus Christ, Christianity and the Bible are an integral part of the country’s history.

There are those who try to dispute the facts of history to promote their own ideas.  Speaking of 
Providence or God is not unconstitutional when the original understanding of religious liberty as 
outlined in the Constitution is adhered to.  Historical facts in the original documents of the Founders 
reveal their deep religious conviction.  They were committed to reliance upon the  Bible and 
consistently applied Christian Principles in their lives, their writings, and their efforts to provide 
freedom for the common man. This country would not be as it is without the influence of the 
Christian Founders.  Christianity cannot be erased from its important place in the lives of our Founding 
Fathers nor can its influence upon the outcome of their efforts to create government by the people be denied.  

It is surely dishonest to diminish the Christian faith of the Founding Fathers and is in fact 
unconstitutional to prohibit the discussion of the important part religion played in the lives of these 
patriots who sought independence from England.  It was by the influence of the clergy that the 
general public was convinced of the benefit of declaring independence from England.  Credit for our 
independence and our powerful Constitution must be given where it is due – Christian patriots. 
 

“Separation of Church and State” is not a law from the Constitution and its misuse has created reason for the 
trend toward prohibiting religious expression.  The courts and secularists began coupling this phrase with the 
First Amendment in 1947 creating new policies with which the “state” could begin prohibiting religious 
expression most specifically of Christian religions. The original intent of the phrase, “Separation of Church 
and State” as discussed by Founders was to limit government and protect religious expression. The use of the 
phrase currently reverses this purpose to such a degree that traditional public religious expression has become 
forbidden under the new interpretation.  Religious liberty which was fully allowed and safeguarded by the 
Constitution for over 150 years has been practically overturned by a trend of hostility toward religious 
expressions.  James Wilson a signer of both the Declaration and the Constitution and appointed by President 
Washington as an original Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court declared: “Human law must rest its authority 
ultimately upon the authority of that law which is Divine…Far from being rivals or enemies, religion and law 
are twin sisters, friends, and mutual assistants.”

We as CitC instructors will not restrict speaking the truth of our religious history but will seek to be 
historically correct over the restrictions of political correctness. There are many citizens of this nation 
who likewise believe we need to return to speaking of God or Providence as freely as was commonly done in 
the Founders’ day.  It is our desire to reinforce religious liberty in our effort to present to students the causes of
the amazing technology leap and the establishment of self-government under the Constitution.  We are 
determined to freely teach of and return to the real success formula laid out by the Founders in the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution.                                                                           
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